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Odeme Duvarini Asmak: Tiirkiye’de Gazetecilerin Cevrimici Icerige Erisim Pratikleri
Sedat Erol”

Toplumsal ve kiiltiirel yapi, politik ve ekonomik gelismeler yayin kuruluglarinin karhliginin azalmasinda rol oynasa
da bu faktérlerin higbiri internetin etkilerinin 6lciisiinde gerceklesmemektedir (Nielsen, 2012; 19-22). Internet,
haberlere erigen kitleleri her gegen yil artirarak biiyiitmektedir (Eurostat, 2022). Fakat takipci kitlenin biiyiimesi,
yaynlarin gelirlerine yansimamakta hatta reklam ve yayin satiglarindan sagladigi temel gelirleri diigiirmektedir (Statista,
2022; Pew Research Center, 2021). Oyle ki yakin gelecekte yaymn kuruluslarinin dijital gelirlerinin, basili iceriklerden
sagladig1 gelirleri gegmesi 6ngériilmektedir (Fischer, 2022). Ozellikle Bati'da geleneksel ya da gevrimici ortamda dogan
kuruluglar, reklam pazarindaki kayiplarini telafi etmek adina 6deme duvari planlarina yonelmekte ve reklamsiz, abonelik
tabanli bir modele ge¢mektedir. Birgok yayimn kurulusu igerik i¢in 6deme yapan sadik okuyuculara ulagmayi, trafigi
artirma hedefinin éniine koymaktadir (Wadbring, Bergstrom, 2021; Carson, 2015). Literatiirde; tiim igerik icin ticret
talep eden kat1 6deme duvari, sinirh sayida igerige ticretsiz erisime izin veren 6l¢iilit model ve rutin haberler gibi belirli
bir igerik tiiriine iicretsiz erigim veren nispeten esnek 6deme duvari olarak siniflandirilma yer almaktadir (Sjovaag,
2016). Ucretsiz bilgi ve haberin yaygin bicimde dolagimda oldugu ¢evrimigi ortamda, deme duvarina sahip yaynlar
sadik okuyuculara ulagabilmek i¢in; derinlemesine, benzersiz, gesitli uygulama, yazilim ve tekniklerle zenginlestirilmis
igerikler sunmaktadir. Arastirmacilarin akademik makalelere erisiminde yasadiklari zorluklar gibi gazetecilerin de dijital
araglara, araglari kullanim tekniklerine ve giincel igerige erismekte sorun yasadiklar: diisiiniilmektedir (Schmitt, 2019;
Else, 2018). Calismanin amaci Tiirkiye'de siirdiiriilen kur politikalarini da géz oniinde bulundurarak; gazetecilerin,
6deme duvari arkasinda yer alan igerige yaklagimlarini ve erisim pratiklerini analiz edip bu durumun dijital uguruma
neden olup olmayacagini saptamaktir. Akademik makalelere; Sci-Hub, Unpaywall ve arXiv, kitaplara Libgen, basili
dergi ve gazetelere ise BlackHole gibi dosya paylagim platformlari aracihigiyla erisilebildigi gibi 6deme duvari arkasinda
yer alan gevrimigi haber ve yazilara erismenin de gesitli yontemleri bulunmaktadir. Bardeen ve benzer islevleri
yerine getirebilen eklentileri tarayicilara eklemek ya da web arsiv platformlarini kontrol etmek 6deme duvarini agma
konusunda yaygin yontemler olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Fakat bu platformlarin bazilar1 korsan igerik saglamakta
ve bu durum veri giivenligi ile ilgili endiselere ve etik kaygilara neden olmaktadir. Ayrica web arsivleme sistemlerinin
yazi odakli metin yapilarini kaydetmesi ve etkilesimli, dinamik igerikleri saptayamamasindan kaynakli sorunlar
da yagsanmaktadir. Calismanin temel amacimi ele alip bu yontemleri de degerlendirerek ozellikle 6deme duvarina
sahip igeriklere maruz kaldig1 diisiiniilen; dijital araglar, giincel teknikler ve dis haberlerle ilgilenen gazeteciler ile 6n
goriismeler gerceklestirilmistir. Amagh 6rneklem ile Zoom platformu araciligiyla siirdiiriilen gériismelerin betimsel
yontem ile analiz edilen 6n bulgulari, gazetecilerin 6deme duvari arkasindaki icerige erismekte sorun yasadigini
dogrulamaktadir. Odeme duvarini asmak adina zaman zaman sifre paylasimina bagvuran gazetecilerin, ¢ok sayida
dergi ve gazete aboneliklerini kargilamakta zorlandiklar1 kaydedilmektedir. Ayrica katihmcilarin ¢alistiklar: kurumlarin,
kiiresel alanda yetersiz is birlikleri ve kurumlarin ¢alisanlarina igerikler igin biitge ayirmamalari dikkat ¢ekmektedir.
Katilmcilardan 6deme duvarini agmanin etik bir sorun olduguna dair diisiinceler paylagilmis ayrica bilgi ve haberin
ticretsiz bir sekilde erisilmesi gerektigi konusunda karsit fikirler de sunulmustur. Katihmcilar, 6deme duvari arkasindaki
iceriklere erismekte yagadiklarinin onlari giincel arag ve tekniklerden uzaklagtirdigini belirtmektedir ve bu durum onlarin
dijital uguruma siiriikledigini dogrular niteliktedir. Son olarak gazeteciler tarafindan, okuyucularin da 6deme duvar:
sebebiyle kiiresel bilgiden uzaklasabilecegi ve tekrar eden giindemlere siiriiklenebilecegi endiseleri paylagilmaktadir.
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Bypassing Paywalls: Practices of Online Content Access by Journalists in Turkey

The internet is continually expanding the audience accessing news (Eurostat, 2022). However, the expansion of the
audience does not conversion to increased revenues for newspapers and even decrease their primary sources of income
from advertising and publication sales (Statista, 2022; Pew Research Center, 2021). Particularly in the West, both
traditional and digital-born organizations are turning towards paywall plans in an attempt to compensate for losses in the
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advertising market and transitioning to an ad-free, subscription-based model. Many newspapers prioritize reaching loyal
readers willing to pay for content in place increasing traffic (Wadbring, Bergstrém, 2021; Carson, 2015). Paywalls are
classified as hard paywalls, which charge for access to all content; metered models, which allow for free access to a limited
number of pieces of content; and soft paywalls, which grant free access to certain types of content such as daily news
(Sjovaag, 2016). Newspapers with paywalls offer enriched content with in-depth, unique, diverse techniques in order to
reach loyal readers. It is thought that journalists also face challenges in accessing digital tools, using them effectively, and
accessing current content, similar to the difficulties researchers encounter when accessing academic research articles
(Schmitt, 2019; Else, 2018). The aim of this study is to analyze the approaches and access practices of journalists towards
content behind paywalls in Turkey, taking into consideration exchange rate policies, and determine whether this situation
may resultin digital divide. There are various methods for accessing online news and articles behind paywallslike Sci-Hub,
Unpaywall, and arXiv for academic articles, Libgen for books, and sharing platforms BlackHole for printed magazines
and newspapers. Common methods for bypassing paywalls include adding extensions to browsers that perform similar
functions to Bardeen or checking web archiving platforms. However, some of these platforms provide pirated content,
which raises concerns about data security and ethical issues. There are also issues with web archiving systems due to
their inability to capture and detect interactive, dynamic content. In the scope of this study, preliminary interviews
were conducted with journalists who are interested in digital tools, current techniques, and world news and are likely to
encounter paywalled content. The preliminary findings of the interviews conducted through the Zoom platform with
a purposive sample and analyzed using descriptive methods confirm that journalists struggle to access content behind
paywalls. Itis note that journalists who occasionally sharing password in newsroom in order to bypass paywalls encounter
difficulties in covering the cost of magazine and newspaper subscriptions. Participants also pointed out that their
workplaces have inadequate collaborations on a global scale and do not allocate budgets for content. Participants shared
their views on the ethical issue of bypassing paywalls and also presented opposing opinions on the idea that information
and news should be accessed for free. Participants stated that their difficulties in accessing content behind paywalls have
led them away from current tools and techniques and corroborate that this situation has driven them into digital divide.
Finally, journalists express concerns that readers may also be disconnected from global knowledge due to paywalls.
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